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Intercultural Festival Celebrates Tenth Year
ALLENDALE, M1, February 2015 - The Grand Valley Intercultural Festival will be
celebrating its tenth year, March 15 - 21, 2015. The yearly celebration is designed to celebrate
the spectrum of cultures that are not only defined by ethnicity and race. It is a time to not only
reflect on the past, but to look to the future and celebrate what various communities have
accomplished.

The event originally began in 1963, when it was known as Ethnic Festival. Created
during the Civil Rights Movement, it celebrated race and ethnicity and by creating dialogue
about what was happening in the United States at the time. In 2005, Intercultural Festival began
as a one-day affair to honor all aspects of the human race. In 2014, the tradition expanded to a
week-long event to make an inclusive environment for the GVSU community.

Caitlin Perlotto, the event coordinator stated, “I hope students engage in a culture that is
unlike their own to further their liberal education that is seen at Grand Valley.”

Some events that will be featured during the week include A Night Around the World,
Culture Shock Entertainment, and Trans and Queer 101: A Training for Allies.

The event is coordinated by the Laker Traditions team, a department of the Office of

Student Life. Join the conversation online by using #GVSUIF15.



For the full event schedule and more information, visit gvsu.edu/if or contact Laker

Traditions at lakertraditions@gvsu.edu.
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About Laker Traditions

Laker Traditions was developed to align all of Grand Valley's traditions under one programming
body to streamline their planning processes and to create opportunities for undergraduate
students to get involved with more campus programming. Traditions oversees the coordination
of the Laker for a Lifetime Kickoff, Founder's Day, Family Weekend, Homecoming, Battle of
the Valleys, Sibs N Kids Weekend, Presidents' Ball, Intercultural Festival, and the newest
tradition at Grand Valley, ExtravaGRANDza.
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